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lost either his capacity to master the most 
complicated issues of public policy or his 
frankly kid-like, ebullient enthusiasm for 
trying to resolve them. He was also a politi-
cian, and generally a pretty successful one. 

Some of the problems Mr. Aspin had, espe-
cially on the Hill, were the all but inevitable 
lot of anyone trying to navigate the shoals 
of military defense policy in a (then) major-
ity Democratic Party that was bitterly and 
irreconcilably divided between hawks and 
doves; unsurprisingly, his maneuverings as 
chairman of Armed Services frequently infu-
riated one or the other side, especially in the 
unending struggle over developing weapons 
systems. His own inclinations evolved from 
the more dovish to the more hawkish over 
the years. As Bill Clinton’s first defense sec-
retary, Mr. Aspin had the equally chal-
lenging job of trying to reconcile Pentagon 
thinking with Democratic Party thinking in 
the matter of Mr. Clinton’s proposals for al-
tering the status of gays in the military. His 
most notable accomplishment as secretary 
was the review of Pentagon budgeting and 
procurement procedures that he worked up 
in his 11 months there. His most notable pub-
lic stand was that taken—rightly, in our 
view—in support of President Bush’s policy 
on Kuwait at a time when so many other 
Democratic Party leaders in Congress were 
in doubt or in flight. 

Mr. Aspin was humiliated by being pushed 
out of the Defense Department by Mr. Clin-
ton and the other rivalrous members of Mr. 
Clinton’s national security team. But the 
thing about the former defense secretary was 
that he couldn’t stay humiliated or give vent 
to personal bitterness over such things. He 
came back to serve as head of the Clinton ad-
visory group reviewing national intelligence. 
The faults for which Mr. Aspin was allegedly 
fired—imprecision, inability to manage the 
huge defense establishment and slowness in 
coming to clear-cut action decisions—were 
presumably real. Such defects would cer-
tainly go with the general makeup of the 
man: intellectually restless, always turning 
the thing over and over in his mind, more 
given to trying to imagine and grasp all the 
aspects of a problem than to measuring or 
indexing them. We can understand how this 
came to grief for Mr. Aspin in the Clinton 
administration. But you need only read the 
recently published confessional book by Mr. 
Aspin’s predecessor and onetime employer, 
Robert McNamara, to understand, as well, 
that an opposite, superefficient turn of mind 
is not exactly the key to defense policy sal-
vation. Maybe Les Aspin was the wrong man 
for his months in the Clinton Cabinet. The 
same cannot in any respect be said of his 
roughly three decades of productive public 
service.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DICK COMBS 

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to mourn the death of a 
close friend, Mr. Dick Combs. Dick died 
last Wednesday from complications 
after heart surgery. 

Over the years, he touched the lives 
of many people in northern Kentucky. 
Dick was a very special man, but one 
thing in particular made him one of a 
kind. It was his trademark green comb. 
Everytime he introduced himself to 
someone he would hand them a green 
pocket comb with his name on it. 
There’s probably not a person in north-
ern Kentucky that hasn’t combed his 
or her hair with a comb from Dick. But 
this wasn’t his only trademark, he was 
also seen nearly everyday driving 

around town in his 1968 red convertible 
Ford Mustang, smiling and waving to 
everyone he passed. And who could for-
get his old fishing hat, an item he 
would never leave the house without. 

The World War II veteran was elected 
Kenton County commissioner in 1984, a 
victory that is in the record books and 
the subject of political trivia questions 
across the Bluegrass State. Dick was 
the first Republican in 75 years to win 
a seat on the fiscal court. He also 
served as a member of the Kenton 
County GOP executive committee, the 
Northern Kentucky Area Planning 
Commission, the Boone-Kenton Cable 
TV Board, and he was a founding mem-
ber of the Northern Kentucky Salva-
tion Army Advisory Board. 

With all his political activities you 
would think that Dick wouldn’t have 
time for anything else. But that wasn’t 
the case, he always found time for his 
true loves: his family and his commu-
nity. 

He kept busy in the community by 
getting involved in the Fort Mitchell 
Kiwanis and Optimist clubs, the North-
ern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, 
and the American Animal Association. 
His care and support for stray animals 
was even recognized by the animal 
rights community, who endorsed his 
candidacy. Dick would go out of his 
way to help his animal friends. He 
would even go as far as leaving his ga-
rage door open at night so any stray 
animal could have a safe haven from 
the elements. 

Dick was also a deacon at Fort 
Mitchell Baptist Church for more than 
35 years. There wasn’t a Sunday that 
went by that Dick wasn’t standing out-
side the church greeting every parish-
ioner that walked through the doors. 
To some it may have seemed like a 
small gesture, but to churchgoers it 
wasn’t a Sunday without seeing his 
smiling face. His absence at church last 
Sunday was felt by members young and 
old, including a young boy who cried 
when he didn’t see Dick at the church’s 
door. 

Mr. President, I ask you to join me in 
extending my heartfelt sympathy and 
prayers to his family and to all those 
whose lives he touched. Dick, will be 
missed.∑ 
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THE 40TH ANNUAL DETAILED FI-
NANCIAL REPORT OF SENATOR 
PAUL SIMON 

∑ Mr. SIMON. Mr. President, it has 
been my practice in each of the 40 
years I have spent in public life to vol-
unteer a detailed accounting of my fi-
nances. 

I ask that my financial report for 
1994 be printed in the RECORD. 

The financial report and related an-
nouncement follow: 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
For the 40th consecutive year that he has 

held public office, U.S. Senator Paul Simon, 
D–Ill., has released a detailed description of 
his income, assets and liabilities. 

Simon has been making the voluntary an-
nual statements longer than any other na-

tional officeholder. Simon set his policy 
when he left the newspaper publishing busi-
ness he had established to enter public serv-
ice during his eight years in the Illinois 
House of Representatives, six years in the Il-
linois Senate, four years as lieutenant gov-
ernor, 10 years in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and now 10 years in the U.S. 
Senate. The listing predates disclosure re-
quirements of state and federal law and con-
tinues to exceed those requirements. Senate 
rules today require only the listing of in-
come within broad brackets. SIMON’S prac-
tice also has set the standard for many of-
ficeholders in Illinois. 

Simon also continues to exceed Senate re-
quirements by listing detailed income for his 
wife, Jeanne. 

The Illinois senator lists 1994 income for 
himself and Jeanne Simon totaling $206,287. 
The figure includes PAUL SIMON’s Senate sal-
ary, Jeanne Simon’s per diem compensation 
as chair of the National Commission on Li-
brary and Information Science, and reim-
bursements to Paul and Jeanne Simon for 
travel and other expenses. 

The Simons had assets of $514,579.79 and li-
abilities of $124,667.44 for a net worth of 
$389,912.35. Earlier disclosures have shown 
SIMON to be one of the least wealthy mem-
bers of the United States Senate. 

The detailed 1994 financial report of Sen-
ator Paul Simon follows: 
Income Statement of Paul and Jeanne Simon— 

1994 

General income (Paul 
Simon): 

Salary, U.S. Senate ........ $133,870.00 
State of Illinois, General 

Assembly System ........ 21,632.64 
Book Royalties ............... 10,315.31 
U.S. Senate, Expense Re-

imbursement ............... 320.80 
Paul Simon Official Of-

fice Account, Expense 
Reimbursement ........... 209.55 

Earnings, IRA ................. 1,011.99 
Dana College, Meal Re-

fund ............................. 47.50 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 

Insurance Reimburse-
ment ............................ 546.84 

Vermont Ties, Refund .... 12.00 
Critic’s Choice Video, 

Refund ......................... 4.99 
Sale, 1983 Mustang .......... 1,500.00 

General income (Jeanne 
Simon): 

Salary, Emeritus Foun-
dation .......................... 4,540.55 

Social Security, (En-
tirely donated to chari-
table causes) ................ 5,154.00 

U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, (National Com-
mission on Libraries 
and Information 
Science ........................ 16,202.88 

Distribution from IRA .... 800.00 
Earnings, IRA ................. 532.03 
Simon for Senate, Ex-

pense Reimbursement 74.58 
U.S. Government, Travel 

Expense Reimburse-
ment ............................ 5,027.34 

Nevada Library Associa-
tion, Travel Expense 
Reimbursement ........... 340.00 

American Library Asso-
ciation, Travel Expense 
Reimbursement ........... 264.00 

American Library Asso-
ciation, Expense Reim-
bursement ................... 103.00 

Southwest Library Asso-
ciation, Expense Reim-
bursement ................... 367.32 
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